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Research Goals

● What are the dynamics of the migration crisis embroiling Europe, the Middle 
East, and North Africa for over a year?

● What are the primary causes, political, military, economic, social, cultural, 
religious, and environmental, that are causing people to leave their homes in 
the Middle East and North Africa?

● What short-term and long-term policy responses are being developed and 
have been put forward by the European states affected by the crisis?

● What is the statistical breakdown of people leaving the Middle East and 
North Africa and coming to Europe?



Part 1: Causes of Migration from the Middle 
East and North Africa

Countries examined:

● Syria
● Iraq
● Afghanistan
● Libya
● South Sudan
● Eritrea and Somalia
● Nigeria



Part 2: Statistical Breakdown of Emigration 
from the Middle East and North Africa

Countries examined:

● Syria
● Iraq
● Afghanistan
● Libya
● South Sudan
● Eritrea and Somalia
● Nigeria



Parts 1 and 2: Syria

● The primary cause of emigration, unsurprisingly, has been the Syrian Civil War (2011-
present). Estimates put casualties for the conflict between 250,000 and 340,000 killed 
as of October.

● In addition to the military threat and political instability resulting from the multi-
dimensional, bloody war, causing emigration, the economic disintegration of Syria 
stemming from the conflict has resulted in emigration. In April 2014, the UN 
estimated that if the conflict stopped at that point, it would take at least 30 years for 
Syria to recover economically. Other estimates put this number at 40 or 50 years. 

● Since 2011, refugees have been streaming into Europe, with a sharp increase starting 
in 2013. As of 2014, 4 million Syrians have registered as refugees with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Meanwhile, 7.6 million Syrians 
have been internally displaced within Syria. 



Syria Visual Aids

Left: Decline in Syrian GDP as a result of the Syrian Civil War; Right: Syrian Civil War casualties as of March 2014



Parts 1 and 2: Iraq

● Political instability has yielded enormous emigration from Iraq. The Iraq War 
(2003-2011) following the United States Invasion of Iraq in 2003 led almost 
2 million Iraqis to flee the country. A new wave of immigration has resulted 
following the rise of ISIS.

● Economic reasons also explain mass emigration from Iraq. These include 
lack of job opportunities, high unemployment, poverty, miserable living 
conditions, poor infrastructure, and rampant inflation. Much of this is 
connected to chronic political instability for over a decade. 

● ISIS’s persecution of Yazidis, Assyrian Christians and Coptic Christians has 
led to thousands of individuals in these groups fleeing Iraq. 



Iraq Visual Aid

Left: the current ownership of Iraqi territory between the competing factions; Right: rising Iraqi unemployment



Parts 1 and 2: Afghanistan

● Near constant violence since 1978 is the main reason for emigration from 
Afghanistan. The first wave of emigration resulted from the Saur Revolution of 1978 
and the subsequent Soviet War in Afghanistan (1979-1989). There was then a second 
wave during the civil war of the early 1990s. The final wave, which is still ongoing, is 
resulting from the instability resulting in the United States Invasion of Afghanistan in 
2001 following September 11 and the war there since then. In particular, offensives by 
the Taliban to reclaim power in 2009 and in the last two to three years has resulted in 
new sub-waves of emigration.

● Until 2014, with an upsurge in violence in Syria and Iraq, Afghanistan produced the 
most refugees of any country in the world for 32 years in a row. 



Afghanistan Visual Aid

A breakdown of emigration from Afghanistan in the last several decades



Parts 1 and 2: Libya

● The primary mover of emigration from Libya is political conflict. Libya is 
composed of nearly 140 tribes, who have violently struggled against one 
another for decades. Violence then escalated with the Libyan Civil War and 
NATO Intervention in 2011, and has continued at a somewhat lower level 
since then. In 2014, ISIS also established a foothold on the Libyan coast, 
contributing to further instability. 

● The violence has yielded economic stagnation: production of oil, on which 
the Libyan economy relies (65% of Gross Domestic Product and 96% of 
government revenue) has plummeted. A lack of economic freedom resulting 
from government policy also hampers growth.  

● Almost one million Libyans have left, mostly for Europe, since 2011. 



Libya Visual Aid

The ethno-political anarchy engulfing Libya since 2011



Parts 1 and 2: South Sudan

● Politico-ethnic violence, economic retardation, and environmental factors are the 
primary forces driving emigration from South Sudan.

● Sudan has been ravaged by civil war since its independence from Great Britain in 
1956. At least three major civil wars have occurred since then, the most recent one, 
lasting 22 years, resulting in the independence of South Sudan from Sudan in 2011.

● The economic factors pushing South Sudanese to leave their country include a lack of 
infrastructure, an overemphasis on farming, major inflation, and the fact that 75% of 
Sudan and South Sudan’s oil reserves are in South Sudan but all the oil pipelines and 
refineries are in Sudan.

● Poor environmental conditions, including a scarcity of water and poor quality soil for 
growing crops, also contribute to emigration from South Sudan.

● The destinations of the majority of migrants from South Sudan are actually 
neighboring African countries, not Europe. 



South Sudan Visual Aids

Left: Oil reserves, pipelines and refineries in Sudan and South Sudan; the destination of South Sudanese migrants



Parts 1 and 2: Eritrea and Somalia

● Somalia and Eritrea respectively account for 2% and 7% of the migrants 
arriving by sea to the Mediterranean Sea, thus making them two of the ten 
nations with the most refugees in the Mediterranean.

● Both Eritrea and Somalia are economically stagnant, as a result of corrupt 
governments, a lack of natural resources, and backwards agricultural 
economies, resulting in emigration. 

● An ongoing lack of proper governance, violent conflict, and human rights 
abuses have also resulted in mass emigration from these countries. 
Somalia in particular has had endemic conflict since 1991. 



Eritrea and Somalia Visual Aides

Left: Eritrea’s real GDP per capita growth; Right: Somalia’s GDP per capita growth



Parts 1 and 2: Nigeria

● The primary driving force behind emigration from Nigeria is political, ethnic, 
and religious violence. The country is roughly 50% Christian and 50% 
Muslim, and contains approximately 250 tribes. Intermittent conflict 
between these groups has occurred since 1999.

● Since 2012, this conflict has intensified with the rise of Boko Haram, 
resulting in an estimated 178, 314 Nigerians leaving the country; however, 
most of these refugees have gone to neighboring African countries, not 
Europe.

● Although socioeconomics is not a crucial cause of emigration, a limited 
education system, job creation that lags behind economic growth and high 
inflation contribute to emigration. 



Nigeria Visual Aid

Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria since 2009



General Statistics for Nationalities Coming to 
Europe



Part 3: Statistical Breakdown of Migrants and 
Refugees Coming to Europe

Countries and regions examined:

● Germany
● France
● Italy
● Greece
● Britain



Part 4: Short-Term Responses of European 
states to the Crisis

Countries and regions examined:

● Germany
● France
● Italy
● Greece
● Britain



Part 5: Long-Term Responses of European 
states to the Crisis

Countries and regions examined:

● Germany
● France
● Italy
● Greece
● Britain



General Trends of the Migration Crisis in 
Europe

Left: The major migration routes to Europe across the 
Mediterranean Sea

Right: Asylum claims by European country in 2015



Parts 3, 4, and 5: Germany

● Germany has experienced the highest number of migrants asking for asylum and has 
also taken in the largest number of migrants. In 2014, Germany granted asylum to 
47,555 refugees, out of roughly 173,000 people submitting claims to asylum. 
Germany is also being asked to take the highest number of migrants of any European 
country by the European Union in 2015 (roughly 40,000).

● As the refugee crisis has continued, the numbers of refugees seeking asylum in 
Germany has strained its resources. Although originally “tent cities” were enough, the 
German government has started housing refugees in sports arenas, youth hostels, 
and empty office buildings.

● Germany has also lightened its burden by by suspending the free travel of the 
European Union’s Schengen Area and reenacting the Dublin Law, which dictates that 
any asylum applicant is not admissible if another country had been responsible for 
processing the asylum application. 



Germany Visual Aids

Left: A visual demonstration of how Germany is receiving the most people seeking asylum; Right: a breakdown of asylum 
seekers by German state



Parts 3, 4, and 5: France

● France is the country taking in the most migrants after Germany, accepting 
roughly 30,000 migrants arriving from Italy and Greece. In addition to taking 
in migrants from Italy and Greece, France, along with Spain, is also at the 
end of a western Mediterranean migration route stemming from Algeria and 
Morocco. 

● However, many refugees are refusing France in favor of Germany, Sweden, 
or Britain, due to the high level of unemployment in France (10%), a ban of 
working for up to nine months while asylum requests are being processed, 
and other red tape measures in the country. France also doesn’t have 
enough beds for all the asylum seekers. 



France Visual Aid

After Germany, France is the European country expected by the European Union to take in the most migrants



Parts 3, 4, and 5: Italy

● The central Mediterranean passage connecting Libya and Italy was the most used 
migration route to Europe until 2015, when the eastern route through Greece became 
more used. In 2014 alone, over 170,000 illegal crossings into Italy occurred.

● From October 2013 to October 2014, Italy had in place the Mare Nostrum program for 
preventing illegal smuggling and also saving migrants at risk of drowning. Over 
100,000 migrants’ lives were saved by Mare Nostrum, which was then placed with the 
smaller Operation Triton in October 2014, 

● 90% of the refugees crossing into Italy are from Eritrea, Nigeria, or Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

● In the short-term, Italy is preparing to diver 0.5% of GDP to handling the migrant crisis. 
In the long-term, Italy is working towards incorporating the migrants into its economy. 



Italy Visual Aid

Italy, after Greece, is the country through which the second-highest number of refugees enter Europe



Parts 3, 4, and 5: Greece

● Greece, as of 2015, is the primary point of entry through migrants hope to 
reach other European countries. A huge component of this is Greece’s 
geographic proximity to the Middle East, particularly Syria.

● Greece has received over 500,000 migrants in 201 (up to 650,000), a rate of 
over 8,000 a day, compared to 280,000 last year, according to the UNHCR. 

● Greece, a small country with limited resources, is coordinating with the 
European Union and some of the bigger European countries like France and 
Germany to relocate the refugees overwhelming it. 



Greece Visual Aid

Migration routes centering around Greece; in 2015, Greece has replaced Italy as the main country through which migrants 
enter Europe



Parts 3, 4, and 5: Britain

● Compared to other major European countries, Britain has experienced 
relatively few claims for asylum (25, 771 as of June 2015). The major 
reason for this is the distance of Britain from the Middle East and North 
Africa, where the vast majority of asylum seekers stem from. 

● Eritrea, Pakistan, and Syria are the top three countries from which Britain 
has been received migrants. 

● In terms of asylum acceptances as a percentage of population, Britain is 
behind Germany, France, Sweden and other large European countries. 

● Britain has provided substantial foreign aid to countries from which 
migrants stem; for example, Britain received 129 million pounds in 2013.



Britain Visual Aid

Countries of origin of people seeking asylum in Britain



Part 6: The Way Forward

Objectives:

● Compile material into a finalized brief
● Offer the brief to think tanks, institutes, and organizations that are interested 

in or having been working on the Migration Crisis
● Use the material compiled this semester to provide our own proposals for 

how European governments should develop short-term and long-term 
responses to address the ongoing crisis and to posit recommendations for 
how the international community can try to handle the myriad causes 
leading to mass migration. 



Thank You!

Happy Holidays from the Sec FoPo 
Team


